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IN T RODUC T ION
The Southeast and Caribbean Climate Community of Practice (CCoP) brings 
together individuals from local, state, and federal governments, academia, 
non-profit organizations, and the private sector to apply climate science and 
assess how coastal communities and ecosystems can adapt to the impacts 
of climate variability and change. 
The CCoP provides a forum for sharing lessons learned and best practices 
related to climate communication and adaptation. The CCoP also provides 
education and networking opportunities to its members and their 
stakeholders to increase knowledge and awareness of climate science. 
For instance, the CCoP has hosted several webinars about relevant, timely 
climate change and adaption topics.  
The CCoP aims to build affiliations, partnerships, and networks through in-person workshops. Three previous workshops 
were held in 2010, 2012, and 2016. The overview presentation from the 2017 workshop provides more information 
about these previous meetings. 
This report provides a synthesis of information shared and discussion at the 2017 CCoP workshop, held April 24-26, 2017 
in Charleston, SC. 90 people from throughout the CCoP region attended as well as guests from other parts of the US 
including California, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New York, Virginia, and Washington, DC.
The report is organized to include an overview of each session held during the workshop with key takeaways from 
presentations and attendee discussions. The appendix includes a list of workshop attendees and a copy of the final 
agenda. Workshop presentations are available on the CCoP website.
Funding for the 2017 workshop was provided by the Carolinas Integrated Sciences & Assessments. Each of the Sea Grant 
programs within the region provided travel support to constituents from their respective states. 

Workshop Objectives
• Understand the latest science of how climate change will affect the Southeast and Caribbean region. 
• Discuss lessons learned and best practices in preparing for, responding to, and recovering from extreme events. 
• Explore communications strategies for engaging community members about extreme events. 
• Discuss opportunities for partnerships and collaborations across the region to increase climate resilience.

Our Guests from New York
Fortuitously, a group of eleven students and two teachers from Elisabeth Irwin High School, located in New York City had 
previously planned a trip to Charleston to learn about the impacts of climate change and global sea level rise on coastal 
communities in the US. When the group reached out to Liz Fly to ask about setting up a meeting to discuss her work in 
the region, she realized that their trip aligned with the dates for the CCoP workshop. The opportunity to expose them 
to more expertise about these topics at the CCoP workshop seemed like the perfect fit. The students participated in 
workshop sessions and discussion on Tuesday morning and the Brittlebank Park field trip.

Holly Abeels
Florida Sea Grant, University of Florida Institute of Food and 
Agricultural Science (UF/IFAS)

Amanda Farris
Carolinas Integrated Sciences & Assessments (CISA)

Liz Fly
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GA Sea Grant and UGA Marine Extension

Kerry Guiseppe
Carolinas Integrated Sciences & Assessments

Blaik Keppler
ACE Basin National Estuarine Research Reserve

Jennifer Kline
Coastal Resources Division, GA Department of Natural Resources

Michael Kruk
NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information

Geno Olmi
NOAA Southeast and Caribbean Regional Team

Lillian Ramirez
Puerto Rico Sea Grant

Madeleine Russell
GA Sea Grant

Andrea Sassard
SC Sea Grant Consortium

Bethney Ward
NOAA Office for Coastal Management

Jessica Whitehead
North Carolina Sea Grant

Workshop Planning Committee

https://seacccop.wordpress.com/
https://seacccop.wordpress.com/webinars/
https://seacccop.files.wordpress.com/2015/12/2010-workshop-report.pdf
https://seacccop.files.wordpress.com/2015/12/2012-workshop-report.pdf
https://seacccop.wordpress.com/2016-workshop/
https://seacccop.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/geno-olmi_secccop-overview-apr2017.pdf
https://seacccop.wordpress.com/2017-meeting/
https://seacccop.wordpress.com/2017-meeting/
http://www.cisa.sc.edu
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4th National Climate Assessment: 
Overview and Discussion
During the first session of the workshop, David Reidmiller, 
Director of the National Climate Assessment (NCA), gave 
an overview of the NCA4 including its structure and the 
writing process. He shared more specific details about 
the Southeast and US Caribbean chapters, noting that the 
Caribbean has been separated into its own chapter for this 
version of the report. For the Southeast, key focal areas will 
include cities, coastal and low-lying areas, ecosystems, and 
rural communities. The US Caribbean chapter will include 
information about the unique attributes, vulnerabilities, 
capacities and activities in the region, relative to the 
continental US. 
Reidmiller gave an overview of the creation of a Sustained 
National Climate Assessment, through which the 
quadrennial NCA will become a “living timestamp” of a 
constantly evolving and improving process. The Sustained 
Assessment is intended to 

• help maintain momentum for the NCA process in 
order to continuously advance the science, 

• identify research priorities to inform targeted scientific 
reports and other decision-relevant products, and

• create a framework for enduring dialogues with 
various user groups so assessment products are 
informed by, and therefore tailored to, more specific 
needs and decision points. 

Reidmiller also emphasized the importance of stakeholder 
engagement throughout the NCA process, sharing 
highlights from regional engagement workshops and noting 
other opportunities for stakeholders to stay up-to-date on 
development of both the NCA4 and Sustained Assessment. 
More information about the National Climate Assessment 
and US Global Change Research Program is available at  
www.globalchange.gov.

Lightening Rounds
This session began with an icebreaker, to get attendees 
moving and meeting other people in the room. Nineteen 
questions covering categories such as, “Who is here from 
South Carolina?” and “Who is from outside the Southeast 
and Caribbean region?” were posed to find commonalities 
between attendees. Other questions such as “Who has 
had their job for more than 20 years?” and “Who has had 
their job for less than one year?” helped identify veterans 
in the group as well as newcomers. When the groups 
were small enough, attendees were asked to share a bit 
more about themselves. We learned a few interesting 
facts about attendees as well, such as one person who put 
herself in a slightly unsafe situation to photo document 
flooding issues in her community and another person 
who, being from the South, was stuck in only 2” of snow! 
Photos were taken of each group, creating a great portfolio 
of attendees. 
Following this icebreaker, attendees broke into small 
groups to discuss some of the upcoming agenda topics 
such as Hurricane Matthew recovery, natural and built 
environment solutions to climate change, and public 
communications and outreach. Groups were asked to 
discuss how the CCoP might help address challenges and 
opportunities related to their topic.
Key Takeaways:

• Communication can be both a challenge and an 
opportunity. 

• Project prioritization can be a challenge, especially in 
light of uncertainty about future funding. 

• The Community Rating System provides opportunities 
to incorporate natural adaptation into climate change 
adaptation projects and reaches new and diverse 
audiences to discuss climate change impacts and 
solutions.   

Images from the Day 1 Icebreaker, 
Clockwise from top left: 
1) Workshop attendees who know their 
Community Rating System (CRS) score, 
2) Attendees who traveled to Charleston 
from outside the SECCCoP region, 
3) Attendees who have been on the job 
for 20+ years, and 
4) Attendees who have done something 
dangerous to capture coastal flooding on 
camera. 

https://seacccop.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/reidmiller_nca4sust-assess_secarib-ccop_final.pdf
http://www.globalchange.gov/what-we-do/assessment
http://www.globalchange.gov/nca4
http://www.globalchange.gov/engage/process-products/sustained-assessment
http://www.globalchange.gov/engage/process-products/sustained-assessment
http://www.globalchange.gov
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Extreme Events in the Face of a Changing Climate
This session discussed and reviewed the many weather and climate extremes that face the region. Michael Kruk, Research 
Scientists with the NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information, gave an overview of historical climate in the 
Southeast and Caribbean, as well as a summary of expected impacts from a changing climate. Specific climate products 
that detailed these changes were offered and discussed. Attendees had the opportunity to provide feedback on what 
does and does not work for telling their story using some of the climate products that were shared.
Key Takeaways:

• There has been an increase in the number of days above 95°F and nights above 75°F.
• More rainfall is concentrated in very heavy rain events; heavier downpours can exceed existing stormwater runoff 

infrastructure. 
• Drought episodes are increasing in frequency and intensity. 
• The frequency of “sunny day flood” events are increasing, with greater impacts to the built environment. 
• The number of “Billion-Dollar Disasters” has been increasing since 1980, with more severe storm and flood events, 

but fewer winter storm disasters. 

Hurricane Matthew: Impacts and Recovery Throughout the Region
This session started with Emily Timte, Meteorologist with the NOAA National Weather Service Forecast Office in 
Charleston, SC, giving an overview of the impacts of Hurricane Matthew across the region. This presentation was followed 
by small group discussions about state impacts. Groups were asked to discuss impacts in their communities, challenges 
to ongoing recovery efforts, plans that were already in place that have helped with this process, and new opportunities 
to address disaster and recovery planning in the future. 
Key Takeaways: 

Springmaid Pier damage after Hurricane Matthew.  
Image Source: Flikr Creative Commons

Restoring power in Lumberton, NC one week after Matthew  
Image Source: Flikr Creative Commons

• A wide variety of impacts were experienced across the 
region to both the natural and built environment. 

• Challenges in the aftermath of the storm included: 
 ʺ insufficient and inaccessible shelters
 ʺ debris management, responsibility, and removal
 ʺ low income displacement and lack of rental 
housing

 ʺ social disparity in returning services
 ʺ lack of knowledge or understanding of who is 
responsible for disaster assistance and rebuilding

 ʺ funding for disaster recovery and length of time to 
receive funds

 ʺ locations of critical facilities
 ʺ unmapped areas for FEMA flood zones
 ʺ jurisdiction issues (state vs. local)
 ʺ communication

• Examples of existing disaster and recovery plans and 
opportunities to improve future planning include: 

 ʺ The Charleston Sea Level Rise Strategy will guide 
rebuilding and buy out plans, which will help 
improve CRS scores as property is converted to 
green space. Updated vulnerability indices will 
help to identify properties most at risk. 

 ʺ Existing hazard mitigation plans and disaster 
resilience and recovery plans can be used 
during recovery and updated based on recent 
experiences. 

 ʺ There are numerous opportunities through the 
Community Rating System. 

 ʺ Documenting areas that flooded can be 
incorporated into mitigation and adaptation 
action plans. Areas that had healthy dunes showed 
the value of a natural dune system to provide 
protection and rebuilding of dunes will help with 
erosion and storm surge in the future. 

 ʺ The public and emergency planners are becoming 
more interested in education, information, and 
planning for disaster recovery. 

https://seacccop.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/southeast_extremes_kruk_day2.pdf
https://seacccop.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/2017-ccop-_-emily-timte.pdf
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Bridging Climate Resilience and Disaster Planning
There are many types of disaster planning, many steps in the process, and several methods to include Climate Resilience. 
This session helped to define the steps and methods to bridge these gaps. Three presentations were followed by group 
discussions.

• Amanda Martin, Project Coordinator for the Southeast Disaster Recovery Partnership, provided an overview of 
FEMA’s National Disaster Recovery Framework (NDRF) and how and where it is being used in the Southeast. 

• Jennifer Kline, Coastal Hazard Specialist for the Georgia Coastal Management Program, presented on Georgia’s 
Disaster Recovery and Redevelopment Plan projects. Currently, she is working with the Brunswick-Glynn Disaster 
Recovery and Redevelopment Plan. The plan allows for a locally driven project that can fulfill local needs and supports 
research needs (pilot communities) that the state can promote regionally. 

• Allison Hardin, a Planner for the City of Myrtle Beach, SC, provided her perspective on incorporating resilience into 
city planning based on past disasters and the need to adapt to climate change. 

Attendees then exchanged their experiences in pre-disaster recovery planning, which is in its infancy for many. They 
brainstormed opportunities and challenges to incorporating recovery planning into existing planning efforts.
Key Takeaways:

• Funding, political will, stakeholder engagement, and working across different planning processes, staff and 
jurisdictional boundaries were cited as challenges to doing disaster recovery planning. 

• It is important to engage “traditional knowledge experts” or “trusted messengers” in disaster response and recovery 
to understand the needs of and mobilize local groups. 

• There is a need to help the public better understand the hazards and risks of living on the coast and in the Lowcountry. 
In this region it mainly means preparing for hurricanes, shallow coastal flooding, and sea level rise/saltwater intrusion. 

• Building partnerships, relationships, and working across sectors and disciplines is challenging but are key to success. 

Public Information and Communications during Extremes
This session offered four perspectives on communicating flooding and hurricane management. Speakers discussed 
communication challenges during Hurricane Matthew and offered best practices to implement during future events.

• Brian McCallum, USGS South Atlantic Water Science Center, shared information about USGS streamflow monitoring 
and how it is used for rapid response assessments following critical events. The streamflow data gathered by the 
USGS, both from their permanent stream gages as well as their rapid deploy gages, are available to the public and 
used to develop case studies from extremes, such as Hurricane Matthew. 

• Ron Morales, Charleston, SC National Weather Service (NWS) Weather Forecast Office, discussed how the NWS uses 
USGS stream flow data to inform river flooding forecasts in advance of extreme events. He also shared strategies 
the NWS uses to communicate extreme event watches and warnings, information about storm surge and coastal 
inundation, and the importance of consistency in messaging across agencies. 

• Denna Geppi, NOAA Office of the Chief Economist, shared findings from an assessment of NWS communications 
during the October 2015 heavy rainfall and flood event in South Carolina. The assessment report includes specific 
recommendations and best practices for the NWS to improve timeliness, quality, accuracy, and usefulness of NWS 
forecasts and warning services.

• Laura Ginn, Glynn County, GA Emergency Management, provided an on-the-ground recap of communications before, 
during, and after Hurricane Matthew. She shared strategies for managing multiple social media platforms in order 
to provide consistent messaging and offered several new tools that many workshop attendees were unfamiliar with 
such as “If This, Then That” and WAZE. 

Above: Sandbags line the waterfront as Hurricane Matthew approaches Folly Beach, SC.   
Image Source: Flikr, Creative Commons license
Right: Track forecasts from the NOAA National Hurricane Center posed challenges to 
communicating the potential impacts from Matthew. Source: NOAA NHS Report

https://seacccop.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/drplanning_v2.pdf
https://seacccop.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/jennifer-kline.pdf
https://seacccop.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/allison-hardin.pdf
https://seacccop.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/seaccop-pio-2017-mccallum.pdf
https://water.usgs.gov/floods/events/2016/matthew/
https://seacccop.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/matthew_challenges_sucesses.pdf
https://seacccop.files.wordpress.com/2017/07/denna-geppi.pdf
https://ifttt.com/about
https://www.waze.com/
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/data/tcr/AL142016_Matthew.pdf
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Successful Resilience Partnerships
During this session, speakers shared examples of regional resilience partnerships that engage a variety of organizations, 
agencies, and businesses in collaborative resilience projects.

• Mark Wilbert, City of Charleston, SC, spoke about the Charleston Resilience Network (CRN), a volunteer collaboration 
of 200+ public, private, and non-profit organizations, with a common interest in enhancing the resilience of the region.

 ʺ Created in 2014, the CRN provides a forum to share science-based information in order to influence long-term 
planning decisions that result in resilience. The group hosts events throughout the year, including informal, 
community-centered coffee hours, talks, workshops, and meetings. 

 ʺ The CRN is currently working on projects centered on flooding, extreme storm events, and community outreach. 
• Samantha Danchuk, Broward County, FL, gave a presentation on the Southeast Florida Regional Climate Change 

Compact. Formalized in 2009, this group is composed of representatives from Broward, Palm Beach, Miami-Dade, and 
Monroe counties.

 ʺ The Compact represents a regional effort focused on creating a Southeast Florida Regional Climate Action Plan 
to outline best practices for mitigation and adaptation strategies. The counties meet annually in Regional Climate 
Summits to share and discuss progress and identify emerging issues. 

 ʺ Currently, the group is working on various projects, including Compact 2.0 and regional resilience standards. 
• Jennifer Kline, Coastal Resources Division of the GA Department of Natural Resources, discussed how the Georgia 

Coastal Hazards Community of Practice focuses on coastal hazards planning, research, and community outreach.
 ʺ Formed in 2012, this Community of Practice includes 46 members throughout the state (e.g., local and state health 
departments, state emergency services, Sapelo Island NERR, non-profits, universities, chambers of commerce, and 
federal government officials), who meet quarterly to discuss coastal management success, challenges, and areas 
of opportunity for the region.

• Amanda Martin, Project Coordinator for the Southeast Disaster Recovery Partnership, spoke about how this project 
helps support and enhance recovery planning, with a focus on coastal storm recovery, for Florida, Georgia, North 
Carolina, and South Carolina.

 ʺ This Partnership has a variety of partners from local and state governments, non-profits, and businesses (“Resilient 
Business Network”) across these states. 

 ʺ The Partnership provides training, resources, information, and industry support to coastal communities to allow 
them to quickly recover from future hurricanes, flooding, and other hazards.

Natural Solutions to Climate Adaptation: 
Brittlebank Park
Located on the west side of the Charleston peninsula, 
the 10-acre Brittlebank Park is an ideal location to discuss 
“natural solutions” for managing water. Brittlebank was 
once a garbage dump, but now is a public space that 
provides access to the waterfront. Field trip participants 
learned about living shorelines, such as oyster reefs and 
restored marshes, as a means to managing erosion and 
acting as a natural storm buffer. On the walk to Brittlebank, 
participants passed under the Legare Bridge, where an 
impressive stormwater infrastructure improvement project 
is underway to mitigate current and future flooding. 

Built Solutions to Climate Adaptation: The 
Charleston Battery
The Charleston Battery offered a great spot for workshop 
attendees to discuss “built solutions” for managing water. 
In the 18th century, rocks and heavy materials were used 
to fortify the shore of the Cooper River on the eastern side 
of the peninsula, and the City has continued to fortify and 
expand the seawall over the years. Field trip participants 
learned about the construction of the High Battery, “the 
Turn”, and the plans for rebuilding the Low Battery which 
include sea level rise considerations.

A Closer Look: Field Trips in downtown Charleston, SC

During the Brittlebank Park field trip, Michael Hodges with the Shellfish Management 
Section of the SC Department of Natural Resources, shared information about the SC 
Oyster Restoration Enhancement (SCORE) Program, which helps create living shorelines 
to protect the coastline from erosion and sea level rise.  
Image Source: Wikicommons, Creative Commons license. 

Charleston Battery field trip attendees learned about plans to reinforce and raise the Low 
Battery by 2 1/2 feet to protect the peninsula against project sea level rise.  
Image Source: Wikicommons, Creative Commons license. 

http://www.charlestonresilience.net/
https://seacccop.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/20170426_compact_seccop.pdf
http://www.southeastfloridaclimatecompact.org/
http://www.southeastfloridaclimatecompact.org/
https://seacccop.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/secccop_sdrp_amandamartin.pdf
http://secoora.org/sdrp/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Brittlebank_Park.jpg#filelinks
http://www.postandcourier.com/news/raising-charleston-s-low-battery-expected-to-cost-million-and/article_e6b95248-6747-11e7-8ee7-1f03feedbb40.html
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Charleston,_SC,_waterfront_IMG_4553.JPG
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In Conclusion
The 2017 CCoP workshop ]was viewed as a success 
by attendees. Of the 44 respondents to the workshop 
evaluation, 43 indicated that they would be interested in 
attending another CCoP workshop. All 44 respondents are 
interested in continued interactions with the network. 
Workshop attendees noted that they value this in-person opportunity to network and make new connections. They also 
learned new strategies for increasing resilience in their communities that they can apply to their work.
The fifth CCoP workshop is planned for 2019 and will build on the successes of previous engagements. In the interim, 
communications will be maintained through the quarterly newsletter as well as e-mail notifications of relevant information 
such as funding opportunities or upcoming events.

“The CCoP workshop provided a regional overview that 
helps me recommit to my sector of the region. I returned 

to work with a renewed sense of purpose.”

Keynote Speakers
Jason Hurdich, Certified Deaf Interpreter, and Shonna 
Magee, Deaf Hearing Services Coordinator at the SC 
Association of the Deaf, gave a dynamic and engaging 
keynote to close out the 2017 CCoP workshop. Jason and 
Shonna attracted national attention serving as the sign-
language interpretation team for SC Governor Nikki Haley 
during Hurricane Matthew.
Key Takeaways: 

• There are many misconceptions about the deaf 
community. For instance, did you know that only 8% of 
parents with deaf children learn to sign? 

• There are different types of sign language (i.e., Signed 
English vs. American Sign Language). Using American 
Sign Language and a Certified Deaf Interpreter are 
extremely important for effective communication, especially during extreme events when actions are necessary. 

• Their presentation included contact information for deaf interpreters and other services within the region as well as 
key strategies for ensuring that the deaf are reached along with all those affected by an extreme event. 

Making the CCoP Work for You:  
Project Ideas and Funding Brainstorm
In this final discussion session, attendees learned about several potential grant funding opportunities from private 
foundations, non-profit organizations, and government entities relevant to CCoP members. Collaborative and regional 
efforts are a common theme in many of the current opportunities. 
Groups then participated in a brainstorming activity and shared project ideas that might help to achieve resiliency in the 
region. Groups reported out on common themes in their ideas as well as “out of the box” thinking. 
Key Themes: 

• Participants would like to see an increase in natural solutions; both through on-the-ground adaptation projects as well 
as planning regulatory processes. For example, the reduction of hardened infrastructure at the coast in favor of green 
infrastructure, open space conservation areas, and even retreat strategies where necessary.

• CCoP members aren’t only interested in climate adaptation; they’re interested in pollution prevention as well.  Several 
groups mentioned the need for preventative strategies like large-scale mass transit systems. 

• CCoP members talked a lot about communication: we need more of it, with more people, more consistently, and more 
effectively.  

• CCoP members are interested in local level assessments and planning processes as a tool to promote resilience.
• Some members feel that there is a need to collect the wealth of knowledge and experiences within the CCoP group in 

an accessible format. Case studies and lessons learned would be particularly helpful to other communities. There may 
be existing platforms like the US Climate Resilience Toolkit that could serve this purpose.

Potential Next Steps: 
• The Southeast is under-represented in the US Climate Resilience Toolkit and the CCoP could be leveraged to help build 

a presence there. The Florida Compact has an existing database of case studies that could be tied in to the Toolkit.
• The CCoP is a group of experts in a variety of fields. It may be time to leverage that expertise to develop training for 

general audiences and decision-makers including elected officials. 
• The CCoP should explore ways to collaborate on projects rather than compete for funding. Limited funding opportunities 

make it more important that work be complimentary and not competing. 



 

 

Preparing for New Extremes 

Southeast & Caribbean Climate Community of Practice 
2017 Meeting 

April 24-26, 2017 
Hilton Garden Inn Downtown/Waterfront 

Charleston, South Carolina 
 

Monday, April 24 
1:00-1:30  Registration 
 
1:30-2:15  Welcome and Introductions 
 
2:15-2:30  Overview of the Southeast & Caribbean Climate Community of Practice 
   Who we are and what we’re all about 
   Geno Olmi, NOAA Southeast and Caribbean Regional Team 
 
2:30-3:30  4th National Climate Assessment Discussion  

Relevance for the Southeast and how stakeholders can help to shape the Sustained 
Assessment Process 
David Reidmiller, Director, National Climate Assessment, U.S. Global Change 
Research Program 
Jessica Whitehead, North Carolina Sea Grant and Federal Advisory Committee 
for Sustained Assessment Process 

 
3:30-3:50  Break 
 
3:50-4:50  CCoP Lightning Rounds 

Networking opportunities to share climate adaptation activities in the region 
Blaik Keppler, ACE Basin National Estuarine Research Reserve and South 
Carolina Department of Natural Resources 
Madeleine Russell, University of Georgia Marine Extension and Georgia Sea 
Grant 

 
4:50-5:00  Day 1 Wrap Up 
 
5:30-7:30  Reception at Hilton Garden Inn  
 
 
 



 

 

Tuesday, April 25 
8:00-8:30  Coffee and Breakfast 
 
8:30-9:15  Extreme Events in the Face of a Changing Climate 

Experts will share information and resources developed to help improve 
understanding of the potential for future extreme events in the region 
Michael Kruk, NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information 

 
9:15-10:15  Hurricane Matthew: Impacts and Recovery throughout the Region 

Small groups will discuss impacts of the storm to their region and the successes 
and challenges of recovery 
Holly Abeels, University of Florida IFAS Extension 
Emily Timte, National Weather Service Charleston 
 

10:15-10:30  Break 
 
10:30-12:00  Bridging Climate Resilience and Disaster Planning 

A discussion about how disaster recovery and response can help to inform longer 
term planning and increase resilience to future events 
Jennifer Kline, Georgia Department of Natural Resources 
Bethney Ward, NOAA Office for Coastal Management 
Amanda Martin, Southeast Disaster Recovery Partnership 

 
12:00-1:00  Lunch (provided) 
 
1:00-2:30  Public Information and Communications during Extreme Events 

Hear lessons learned from communications challenges during Hurricane 
Matthew and best practices to implement during future events 
Jill Gambill, University of Georgia Marine Extension and Georgia Sea Grant 
Madeleine Russell, University of Georgia Marine Extension and Georgia Sea 
Grant  
Brian McCallum, USGS South Atlantic Water Science Center  
Ron Morales, National Weather Service Charleston 
Laura Ginn, Glynn County, GA 
 

2:30-2:45  Break 
 
2:45-5:00  Field Trip Opportunities 
 



 

 

Wednesday, April 26 
8:00-8:30  Coffee and Breakfast 
 
8:30-9:40  Successful Resilience Partnerships 

Examples of other resilience partnerships that engage a variety of organizations, 
agencies, and businesses in collaborative resilience projects 
Charleston Resilience Network: Mark Wilbert, City of Charleston 
SE Florida Regional Climate Compact: Samantha Danchuk, Broward County, FL 
GA Coastal Hazards Community of Practice: Jennifer Kline, Georgia Department 
of Natural Resources 
SE Disaster Recovery Partnership: Amanda Martin 

 
9:40-9:55 Break 
 
9:55-11:15  Making the CCoP Work for You 

Brainstorming session on regional projects and funding opportunities 
Blaik Keppler, ACE Basin National Estuarine Research Reserve and South 
Carolina Department of Natural Resources 
Kerry Guiseppe, Carolinas Integrated Sciences and Assessments 

 
11:15-12:00 Keynote speakers: Jason Hurdich (Certified Deaf Interpreter) & Shonna Magee 

(S.C. Association of the Deaf), sign language interpreters for SC Gov. Nikki 
Haley during Hurricane Matthew 

 
12:00-12:15  Meeting Wrap up 
 
Available Professional Credits: SCPEAC CE, ASFPM CFM, AICP CM, & General CEU’s   
 
 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SECCCoP_2017
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